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Environment and Security in International Relations: "A
Comparative Analytical Study of Libya — Japan"

Abdullah Abdulati Al-Farjani, and Mohammed Abdulnaser Abduljalil

Faculty of Law, University of Sirte, Libya

Abstract

This study focuses on investigating the existence of a specific definition for the
concept of “environment,” similar to other well-defined concepts and ideas, and
explores whether a comprehensive and precise definition can be established. The
concept is contentious and does not lend itself to a single definition accepted by all
who use it, given the multiplicity of associated concepts and the governing laws,
making addressing its problems and elements exceedingly difficult.
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The study also examines the concept of "security™ and how its transformation in the
early 1980s led it to transcend traditional military dimensions and emphasize the
importance of development. It investigates the emergence and subsequent usage of
"environmental security," and explores the role of the United Nations, international,
and regional organizations following the evident consequences of environmental
pollution on land, water, and air.

Furthermore, the study assesses the relevance of the concept of international relations
in light of modern developments in communications, inventions, and technological
advancements that have effectively shortened distances and dimensions. It also
scrutinizes the shortcomings of United Nations resolutions in protecting security and
the environment, noting that the UN Charter was established in the aftermath of World
War I, primarily focusing on maintaining international peace and security to limit
conflicts. The study argues that Article 99 of the Charter has not been expanded to
encompass the environmental dimension prominent in the current century.

The research delves into international agreements, conventions, and protocols aimed
at protecting security and the environment, such as the Stockholm Conference (1972)
on the International System for Environmental Protection, the Rio de Janeiro Earth
Summit (1992), and the Kyoto Protocol under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, among others.

Finally, the study concentrates on examining the role of Libyan and Japanese
legislation and laws in protecting various types of environments—whether terrestrial,
atmospheric, or aquatic—and highlights the role of the private sector in Japan in
environmental protection.

Keywords: Environmental Security; National Security; Environment; International
Relations.
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